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	 The	increasing	inaccessibility	of	New	York	City’s	public	transportation	system	has	profound	ramifications	for	the	city’s	working	poor,	who	are	disproportionately	immigrants	and	people	of	color.	Throughout	the	history	of	the	New	York	subway	system,	the	interests	of	those	in	power	have	been	to	maximize	transit	ridership	to	support	the	needs	of	employment	centers	and	industry.	As	jobs	have	shifted	to	the	outer	boroughs,	the	city’s	subway	system	has	become	obsolete	as	a	means	of	transporting	residents	to	their	places	of	work.	Politicians	have	promoted	policies	that	have	further	marginalized	low-income	residents	to	the	fringes	of	the	city’s	transit	system,	isolating	thousands	of	New	Yorkers	from	decent	employment	and	education	opportunities.			 This	thesis	has	argued	that,	through	its	inheritance	from	for-profit	corporations,	the	New	York	City	Metropolitan	Transportation	Authority	(MTA)	has	failed	to	shed	its	for-profit,	capitalist	ideology.	By	devoting	fiscal	resources	to	urban	freeway	projects	and	suburbanization,	civic	leaders	in	the	decades	following	WWII	expressed	a	visceral	priority	that	serving	suburban	commuters	who	are	on	the	whole	wealthier	than	their	urban	counterparts	is	what	is	most	important	to	them.	This	priority	is	particularly	evident	in	the	MTA’s	dedication	to	subsidizing	the	suburban	commuter	rail	at	a	rate	higher	than	the	city’s	mass	transit	systems,	reflecting	an	emphasis	on	the	bottom	line	and	profitability.	I	have	argued	that	the	Metropolitan	Transportation	Authority	operates	in	a	manner	that	views	its	riders	as	consumers	or	customers,	rather	than	as	citizens	deserving	of	transit	service	that	is	affordable	and	serves	their	needs.	In	this	way,	the	MTA	is	an	agent	of	transit	inequity	in	New	York	City.			 	
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The	public	infrastructure	that	urban	planners	and	city	and	state	politicians	create	leaves	behind	a	legacy	that	can	significantly	impact	or	hinder	a	community’s	ability	to	prosper.	In	the	case	of	the	NYC	subway,	there	have	been	various	causes	and	effects	that	have	had	positive	and	negative	reverberations	throughout	the	city.	In	New	York,	historical	urban	renewal	policies	and	suburbanization	divided	the	city,	which	has	been	exacerbated	by	gentrification	in	more	recent	years,	pushing	low-income	communities	further	into	isolated	regions,	deprived	of	decent	access	to	public	transit.	Subway	and	bus	fares	have	raised	dramatically	over	the	past	few	decades,	creating	a	system	that	fails	to	meet	the	needs	of	the	working	poor,	who	are	disproportionately	immigrants	and	people	of	color.			Amongst	the	robust	literature	surrounding	transit	equity	worldwide,	there	is	a	dearth	of	scholarship	that	explores	equity	issues	relating	to	the	New	York	City	subway	system.	Positioning	this	research	in	the	context	of	the	global	literature	on	transit	equity	and	transportation	justice,	I	have	brought	together	considerations	of	citizen-based	grassroots	transit	advocacy	organizing	and	the	importance	of	these	efforts	towards	reforming	New	York’s	transportation	system	to	meet	the	needs	of	all.	By	synthesizing	these	transit	advocacy	movements,	this	research	promotes	the	efficacy	of	community	organizing	as	a	method	to	promote	social	justice	and	equity,	particularly	within	the	public	transportation	planning	process.				 In	order	to	effectively	engage	in	an	intersectional	movement,	transportation	justice	scholarship	must	consider	the	efforts	of	community	organizations	advocating	for	equity	and	fight	for	heightened	inclusion	of	historically	marginalized	voices	in	the	transportation	planning	process.	Congressman	John	Lewis,	renowned	for	his	leadership	during	the	civil	rights	movement,	argues	that	while	explicit	signs	and	policies	discriminating	against	
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people	of	color	have	been	removed,	invisible	signs	still	exist	today.	“Neighborhoods	in	every	major	city	in	America	still	post	invisible	signs	that	say:	‘Poor	People	and	people	of	color	are	not	welcome.’	The	signs	may	be	invisible,	but	the	message	is	real…	When	we	remove	invisible	race	and	class	barriers	that	divide	our	society,	only	then	will	we	have	just	transportation	for	all	Americans,”	(R.	D.	Bullard	and	Johnson	1997).			 Further	research	should	be	conducted	assessing	the	impact	of	transit	inequity	on	isolation	and	economic	stagnation	among	marginalized	communities.	Studies	that	utilize	ethnographic	accounts	are	particularly	convincing,	as	they	bring	abstract	ideas	to	the	forefront	and	personalize	inequality	in	a	way	that	statistics	alone	cannot.	Geographic	Information	Systems	(GIS)	provide	an	effective	tool	to	measure	transit	isolation	as	a	spatial	analysis,	and	future	studies	should	take	advantage	of	the	wealth	of	data	and	statistics	for	New	York	City,	acting	as	a	complement	to	ethnographic	accounts.		This	research	hopes	to	position	itself	in	the	larger	context	of	transit	equity	scholarship	worldwide,	where	it	aspires	to	encourage	scholars	to	work	alongside	community	organizations	to	advocate	for	a	more	equitable	system	of	transit	in	New	York	City	as	soon	as	possible.			 There	is	no	silver	bullet	solution	for	addressing	transit	equity	issues.	Improving	social	services,	such	as	public	transportation,	can	often	result	in	an	appreciation	of	housing	values	and	a	consequential	wave	of	gentrification.	The	introduction	of	Bus	Rapid	Transit	has	also	stimulated	gentrification	for	neighborhoods	that	receive	improved	transit	service,	marking	an	important	question	that	urban	planners	and	transit	advocates	must	make:	how	can	we	improve	the	conditions	of	underserved	communities	without	advancing	processes	of	gentrification	and	displacement?		
	 100	
	 By	conducting	this	research	project,	I	had	three	objectives	in	mind.	I	wanted	to	research	the	history	of	the	development	and	management	of	New	York’s	subway	system,	a	legacy	that	I	have	been	interested	in	since	I	was	young.	My	second	goal	was	to	explore	how	my	perceived	inequities	relating	to	public	transportation	in	New	York	City	came	to	be,	and	to	study	the	history	of	policy	decisions	that	created	this	dichotomy	of	transit	resources.	Finally,	my	third	objective	was	to	explore	the	movements	of	citizen-driven,	grassroots	community	organizations	that	are	advocating	for	transit	equity	in	New	York	City,	and	pay	homage	to	their	efforts.	Oftentimes	the	lessons	of	academia	are	weighed	heavily	with	content	that	is	demoralizing	for	their	participants,	leading	to	activist	burnout	and	feelings	of	helplessness.	Through	this	review	of	what	organizations	are	doing	on	the	ground	to	combat	transit	inequity	and	other	injustices,	I	hope	to	encourage	my	audience	to	consider	the	ways	that	we	can	resist	the	wrongdoings	that	we	experience	and	fight	for	what	we	believe	is	right.			 													
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